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Thanks to all of you who responded to receive the Region 6 newsletter via email.  If you did not respond there is still time to take 

action and receive your copy via email.  Just email me at ddiget@gmail.com to receive full color photos of the iris grown in region 

6 published in the Region 6 Newsletter.  There are a number of links within the newsletter, including the AIS Symposium Ballot 

site. 

  

Kathleen Devlin, the Webmaster for Region 6, has been working diligently to get the region website updated. Check out the updated 

site; there are many photos of regional hybridizer’s creations and plenty of information concerning the region.  She has also started 

cataloging the Region newsletters, so you will be able to download them from the site!  Just click on the Link to the Region 6 

website - http://www.aisregion6.org/. 

 

I’m certain you will enjoy reading Robert Strohman’s article ‘Hooked Again and Having Fun’.  Bob is an active member of the 

Louisville Area Iris Society.  His garden in Louisville is a display garden for the Dwarf Iris Society.  He has hybridized SDB iris, 

some of which can be seen at: http://www.lais-ky.org/photo.htm.  Bob has also written articles for the Region 6 newsletter in the 

past.  Thank you Bob for your contribution to our newsletter!  

 

I especially want to thank Kathleen Devlin, John Kaufmann and Brock Heilman for their inspiring contributions!  
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In the perennial flower bed, TB ‘Golden Wedding Lace’ 

(Sorensen 1995). 
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trtomlinson@aol.com 

Michigan State Chairman 

   Don Sorensen, 6063 S. Youngman Rd., Greenville, 

MI, 48838, (616) 225-0215, 

djsorensen55@gmail.com 

Ohio State Chairman 

   Jody Nolin, 5184 County Rd. 20, Rushsylvania, 

OH, 43347, (614) 507-0332, jody.nolin@gmail.com 

Awards & Elections Chairman 

   Carol Morgan, 265 N Main St., Woodland, MI, 

48897, (269) 367-4218, carol.l.morgan@gmail.com 
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   Vacant 

Regional Webmaster 

   Kathleen Devlin, Milan, MI, 

devlin_kathleen@hotmail.com  

Immediate Past Regional Vice President 

   Chuck Bunnell, 7941 Peshewa Dr., Lafayette, IN, 

47905, (765) 296-6955, whozher2003@yahoo.com 
 

AIS Officers and 
Administrative Officers 
 

President 

   Jim Morris, 682 Huntley Heights, Ballwin, MO, 

63021, (636) 256-3927, morrisje1@aol.com 

First Vice President 

   Gary White, 701 Old Cheney Road, Lincoln, NE, 

68512, (402) 421-6394, in2iris@yahoo.com 

Second Vice President 

   Jody Nolin, 5184 County Rd. 20, Rushsylvania, 

OH, 43347, (614) 507-0332, jody.nolin@gmail.com 

Secretary 

   Michelle Snyder, 225 Sky Line Drive, Sedona, AZ 

86336, (928) 282-5867, AISSecretary@irises.org 

Treasurer 

   Dwayne Booth, 6117 150th Place SW, Edmonds, 

WA, 98026-4121 
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   Kelly D. Norris, 3149 Kentucky Ave., Bedford, IA 
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   John & Joanne Jones, 35572 Linda Drive, 
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JI in the garden.                                                               

‘Dirigo Pink Milestone’ (John R.White, 2000) 

mailto:store130@aol.com
mailto:jejpkaufmann@hotmail.com
mailto:devlin_kathleen@hotmail.com


Southern Indiana Daylily, Hosta, Daffodil & Iris Society (SIDHDIS) a new AIS Region 6 Affiliate. 

President   Jan Skinner 

510 N. Colony 

Bloomington, IN 47408 

812-333-4245 

jan.skinner1@comcast.net 

 

   Region 6 Affiliates   
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Michigan 
 
Grand Valley Iris Society #82889 

James Maring, President 

243 Murray SW 

Wyoming, MI 49548 

(616) 531-9753 

Jrm11@juno.com 

 

Iris Club of Southeast Michigan #32044 

Fred Clawson, President 

630 Symes Ave. 

Royal Oak, MI 48067 

mommatree@juno.com 

 

Iris Club of West Michigan #91599 

Don Sorensen, President 

6060 Youngman Rd. 

Greenville, MI 48838 

djsorensen55@gmail.com 

 

Mio Irisarians #38520 

Adam Cordes, President 

22740 Co. Rd. F-21 

Hillman, MI 49746 

(989) 742-4248 

cordesview@speednetllc.com 

 

Southwestern Michigan Iris Society #87549 

Inge Mesik, President 

779 105th Avenue 

Plainwell, MI 49080 

bellainge@aol.com 
 

Tri County Iris Society #78185 

John Kaufmann, President 

5140 Cornell Rd. 

Okemos, MI 48864 

(517) 347-7555 

jekaufmann@gmail.com  

 
 

 
Ohio 
 
Columbus Iris Society #34315 

Amy Maurer, President 

2560 Stanbury Dr. 

Columbus, OH 43209 

(614) 253- 8373 

amysteve.Maurer@gmail.com 
 

North East Ohio Iris Society #85619 

Fred Pedersen, President 

9247 Windswept Dr. 

Brecksville, Oh. 44141 

(330) 714-9102 

fpedersen@neo.rr.com 
 

Indiana 
 
Indiana Daylily – Iris Society 

Debbie Hale, President 

2605 N. County Road 600 E 

Danville, IN 46122 

(317) 501-7580 

debbie.hale@benchmarkfs.org 

 

Iris Growers of Eastern Indiana #60272 

Roger D. Hoover, President 

421 N. Jackson Pike 

Union City, IN 47390 

(765) 964-6542 

 

Northeastern Indiana Iris Society #85617 

Lana Wolfe, President 

9730 Auburn Road 

Ft. Wayne, IN 46825 

(260) 489-4781 

lanaopal@aol.com 
 

 

Please, contact the editor to help keep these 

listings current. 

tel:812-333-4245
mailto:jan.skinner1@comcast.net
mailto:Jrm11@juno.com
mailto:mommatree@juno.com
mailto:djsorensen55@gmail.com
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file:///C:/Users/DDiget/Desktop/REGION%206%20NEWSLETTER/Spring%2013%20Newsletter/bellainge@aol.com
mailto:jekaufmann@gmail.com
mailto:amysteve.Maurer@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/DDiget/Desktop/REGION%206%20NEWSLETTER/Spring%2013%20Newsletter/fpedersen@neo.rr.com
mailto:debbie.hale@benchmarkfs.org
file:///C:/Users/DDiget/Desktop/REGION%206%20NEWSLETTER/Spring%2013%20Newsletter/lanaopal@aol.com


RVP's MESSAGE 
 

At the April 2013 AIS Convention in Dallas the AIS Board decided to go back to 
the old schedule for being affiliated with AIS. The Affiliation year will now again 
be from May 1st through April 30th of the following year. Club Presidents will 
receive Affiliation applications from the RVP in January with an April first 
deadline for returning them. Benefits of being affiliated with AIS include a Free 
set of medals for each approved show, one set of medals for one approved 

youth Division, a copy of Irises, allowing Affiliates to become a 501C3 tax 
exempt Society, allows a club to have an AIS approved show with AIS ribbons, and 

insurance coverage under the AIS umbrella for shows and club activities. 
 
The requirements for being affiliated are a $25.00 affiliation fee and every Club officer MUST be an AIS 
member during their entire Affiliation year. If officer memberships are not maintained, the Club will lose their 
AIS Affiliation and are not covered under the AIS insurance umbrella for any Club functions, cannot hold  AIS 
approved shows and must get insurance on their own which is fairly costly.  
 
It is important that Club Presidents keep the RVP informed of changes that may be concerned with their 
Affiliation. 
 
The joint SSI/Species/ Region 6 Convention in Lansing, MI was about as perfect as 
a Convention could be. The weatherman cooperated with 2 days of nice weather, 
the food was exceptionally good, and the 128 registered Convention attendees from 
20 States, 2 Canadian Provinces and Germany all enjoyed the gardens. Ensata 
Gardens was at peak bloom, and the Copeland, Kaufmann and Hollingworth 
Gardens were not quite at peak yet but had good bloom. Many took advantage of 
the garden training on Species and Siberian irises. 
 
Congratulations go to Brian Wendel as his seedling 02-2 was voted as the best 
seedling of the Convention. Congratulations also go to Bob Hollingworth for his 
Siberian ‘Judy Judy Judy’ (2012)  which was voted as the best Siberian. Chad Harris 
of Washington received the most votes for the best species, ‘Lakeside Ghost’ 
(2012), a beautiful Laevigata.  
 
The SSI Board of Directors voted to award the SSI Distinguished Service Award to 
Bob Hollingworth and Judy Hollingworth. They have both been SSI Convention 
Chairs, SSI Bulletin Editors (Bob is the current Editor), and both have been 
President of SSI. They have made many additional contributions to SSI. 
Congratulations to both of them. Region 6 is fortunate to have people willing to help 
promote irises. 
If you missed this Convention or were unable to attend we would like to see you at 
the Fall Region 6 Meeting in Ft. Wayne on September 21st. 
 
Sheena Nolin has asked to resign as Assistant RVP for personal 
reasons. She is going to be working on her Master’s degree. I have 
appointed Barb Bunnell to replace her and the Board has approved. 
We wish Sheena the best in her new adventure. 
 
Information will soon be available on voting the AIS Symposium 
Ballot. Please take a few minutes and vote. 
 
Jim 
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 ‘Lakeside Ghost’ 

‘Judy Judy Judy’  Photo: B.Heilman 

Wendel 

Seedling 02-2 

http://www.voteirises.org/
http://www.voteirises.org/


 

Welcome New Members! 

 
Often new members have questions.  Here is one that John shared with the newsletter. 

 
The Question:  WHICH Japanese Iris are a TRUE Blue? I have BOB'S CHOICE.  My wife loves blue flowers 
and they are almost impossible to find. 

 
John at Ensata answered: 
 

There are no TRUE blue Japanese iris or Siberian iris.  Hybridizers work for one 
every year!  We keep introducing our BEST and CLOSEST as we reach toward that 
perfect goal (that really is not in the genetics to reach!!).  Many catalogs and 
websites will "tweek" the photos to best advantage (the daylily people do it the 
most) (hint - look for the color of the background foliage, if it is blue-green or 

blue!: beware). 
 
Everyone wants the bluest and they usually sell out fast.  In other words, if we had 
a true blue we wouldn't have any available!!!   Same thing happens with true pink. 
 
One of the better is BOB'S CHOICE.  The best we have now is LAKE EFFECT and 
SUGAR DOME.  They both have SING THE BLUES as parent or grandparent.  We 
have recently bloomed about 100 seedlings out of those two and got lots of 'look a 

likes' but none any 'bluer'. 
 
Also consider MICHIO, SHINTO SPIRIT, SECOND WAVE, and INDIGO MAGIC.  
Like these last four, ALL THE STYLE and BELLENDER BLUE will be somewhat 
blue-violet in the sunshine, but after the blooms fall into the late afternoon shade 
or towards evening they are almost true blue.  They are buggers to photograph; in 
the sun they record with blue-violet and in the shade or a shadow they record as 
blue!  (So, don't tell your wife why you are building a shade cloth over the iris 
bed!!!  or moving them towards the east side of the house or trees. Just please her 

and she will let you buy more!) 
 
John at Ensata  (am I a salesman or what? !) 
[ If you write John a question at Ensata@aol.com, he may answer it and send a 

copy to the Editor.]  
{John says he won't use your name in the reply.... not like the high school principal 
who was subbing for his 7th grade math teacher (1958, Chili, Indiana) who caught 
him talking in the back of the room.... "I want the talking stopped in the back of the 
room (booming voice)... I'm not going to mention any names, but his initials are     
JOHNCOBLE"!} 
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LISA ARNOLD 

KENDALLVILLE, IN 

 
LIN & CLARK MILLAR 

PINCKNEY, MI 

 
LINDA L BARTELL 

ROCHESTER MI 
 

GARY BIRK 
YORKTOWN, IN 

 
SCOTT MACGUIDWIN 

WILLIAMSTON, MI 

 
KELLY MITCHELL 

TIFFIN, OH 
 

THOMAS PIRTLE 
BLOOMINGTON, IN 

 
CHARLAN WASHINGTON 

LAINGSBURG MI 

 
ANN K WOOD 

SOUTH VIENNA, OH 

‘Bobs Choice’ (Jill Copeland, 2007)  

 ‘Lake Effect’ (Bauer/Coble, 2004) 

‘Bellender Blue’ (Bauer/Coble, 1993) 

   ‘Sing The Blues’ (Reid, 1997) 

mailto:Ensata@aol.com


Focusing on Region 6 Talents 
By Kathleen Devlin 
 

Writing about Region 6 guest irises at the 2013 SSI & SIGNA Convention should be an easy task; at least that's what I 
initially thought when newsletter editor, Deb Diget, approached me for my comments.  I soon realized, however, that 
those eight pollen daubing Region 6 artists contributed 67 entries for evaluation.  I also neglected to factor in the 
fifteen out-of-region hybridizers who would distract me from my mission with their one hundred and eleven plants.  
Add in two busloads of people who shared the gardens, the time spent on judges training, eating, visiting, and traveling 
between gardens and...  Uh oh!!!  I quickly decided to focus on the highlights. 
 
Brian Wendel was the surprise winner for “Favorite Iris Seedling” with his seedling 02-
2.  Well, it wasn't astonishment to the attendees who voted for this Siberian, but I 
think Brian was in absolute shock!  Brian, if these are the types of seedlings you 
compost, there are gardeners searching for your compost pile!  Seedling 02-2 put on a 
spectacular show in the Kaufmann's garden.  Its rich mid-blue color on a tall and 
vigorous plant was a glorious site! Simple flowers with rounded falls were held above 
the foliage.  Many bloom stalks had 2 buds in the terminal with no branching, but I did 
find one with 3 buds in the terminal and some stalks did have a branch and sometimes 
two.  I had the opportunity to visit the Kaufmann's garden a week before and after the 
convention, and this seedling was in bloom the entire time.  Brian's other seedling, 02-1 had similar form and plant 
habit, but was a paler lavender pink color with a whitish signal.  I did not see 'Blushing Saphira', Wendel’s first Siberian 
introduction, in bloom during the convention weekend.  However, I did see it blooming a week later.  Tailored medium 
blue-violet flowers with a reddish flush on the falls and a few white dots for a signal bloomed on a plant shorter in 
stature (registered height: 24 inches).   

 

Jim Copeland’s 2006-3 and Bob Hollingworth’s 
06T10B2 both tied as 2nd-runner up favorite 
seedlings.  Each had eye-catching blooms that allured 
visitors.  Seedling 2006-3 had a flashy reddish purple 
flower with bluish purple signal bleeding slightly into 
veining and very light colored styles.  Seedling 
06T10B2 had a reddish flower with a magnificent 
yellow signal, lighter standards and styles.  Both were 
appealing!  
 

 
Runner up in the “Favorite Species” category was Jill Copeland’s pseudacorus ‘Sushi’, sporting a creamy white flower 

with a dark reddish/purple signal.  Unfortunately, this year in the display gardens its 
flowers were down in the foliage. Lots of branching and buds should guarantee a 
nice length of bloom.  Jill’s x-robusta ‘Wooly Bully’ and Bob Hollingworth’s 
(typhifolia heritage) ‘Who’s On First’ were two of three irises tied for the 2nd runner-
up position.  Aside from being demanding of terra firma, ‘Wooly Bully’ flowered 
with dark purple falls, lighter standards and gold signal, and had interesting dark 
bloom stalks.  It has a registered height of 32 inches.  ‘Who’s On First’ is another 
with dark purple flowers on a tall clump (registered height 37inches), and is known 
for being a very early and prolific bloomer!  I helped to deadhead several clumps of 
it at the Hollingworth “farm” gardens, and prolific may be an understatement! 
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‘Blushing Saphira’ 

Photo: B.Heilman 

Copeland seedling 2006-3 

Hollingworth seedling 06T10B2  

Photo: B.Heilman 

‘Wooly Bully’                   

Photo: B.Heilman 



 
 
The “Favorite Siberian” of the convention was tetraploid ‘Judy, Judy, Judy’ (Hollingworth, 2010).  Flaunting reddish-
violet flowers with a prominent white center on the falls and bluish styles, it dazzled visitors and was as delightful as its 
namesake.  Some of Bob’s other Siberian irises deemed as favorites on the convention 
ballot included ‘Swans In Flight’ (Hollingworth, 2006), a very large flowering white self and 
HM winner in 2009, it performed well in many of the convention gardens.  Another, ‘Encore 
Performance’ (Hollingworth, 2010),  a reblooming diploid registered at 37”, had red violet 
standards,  light blue style arms with red edges, and falls of diffuse red-violet on the outer 
rim shading to dappled blue-purple in center and small white dashes at the signal. Named 
seedling ‘Neptune’s Gold’ was one of my personal favorites.  It had ruffled dark blue-purple 
falls trimmed with a lighter colored narrow rim and a splashy gold signal.  The standards 
were lighter, as were the serrated-edged styles.  With an expected introduction date of 
2014, I will be diving into the catalog next season to grab this treasure for my own garden.  
Finally, who could forget the clump of ‘Emily Anne’ (Hollingworth, 2002) that greeted 
visitors at the Hollingworth farm?  The “Welcome” sign above her seemed superfluous!  
Recipient of an AM in 2009, the tailored flower had medium blue violet standards that were speckled cream, style arms 
of medium blue purple with a cream edge and blue keel.  Her falls were cream shading to yellow at the haft without a 
signal but with an outer edge dashed medium blue purple. 
  

Honorary co-chair for the convention, Anna Mae Miller, guested her 2004 introduction, 
‘Forever Remembered’, a 2008 HM winner that was named in memory of her late 
husband.  This variety can often be seen in many Region 6 gardens.  I have several clumps 
of it myself and I never tire of seeing this rose violet beauty. 
 
Lana Wolfe, an AIS Garden/Exhibition judge from 
Indiana, had a lovely seedling 08-01 on display.  This near 
white Siberian had faintly blushed violet standards, 
turquoise on the styles, and  falls sanded violet.  Oh what    

a daydream!  
 

Bob Bauer and John Coble, known for their 
multipetal “corsages”, had several on display.  
‘Blueberry Torte’, introduced this year, had blue 
violet blooms.  Occasionally more than one 
bloom in the terminal would be open creating a 
bouquet on a stem!  ‘Imperial Opal’ 
(Bauer/Coble, 01) was just barely beginning to 
bloom the weekend after the convention in the Kaufmann’s garden.  Flowers had 
many layered petals of lavender-pink with light pink edges.  Spacing of the bloom 
stalks on a 4 year old clump seemed perfect.  ‘Old Vine Zin’ (Bauer/Coble, 2013) 

was another that bloomed after the convention, although not a multi-petal type.  It had large deep red violet flowers.  I 
was ready to imbibe! 
 

Unfortunately, Don Sorensen’s seedling was still not in bloom on my last visit to the Kaufmann garden.  Maybe I’ll have 
to visit Don next year to see it.  Road trip anyone?  
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‘Emily Anne’            

Above: ‘Forever Remembered’       

Below: ‘Blueberry Torte’  Photos: Ensata 

Wolfe seedling 08-01 



Hooked Again and Having Fun!    
By Robert Strohman 
 

What a treat to be asked to write about the gardens at “A Capital Idea,” The 
AIS gathering of Siberian and species enthusiasts as well as this year’s Region 
Six spring meeting and garden tour. 
It was good to be back in Michigan, the site of great tours in years past.  
Names of two Siberian varieties seen this year captured my feelings exactly.   
I was “hooked again” by all the well-grown irises while “having fun” seeing 
them. 
 

Where to begin?  One is tempted to fall back on an old line and say there were irises “too numerous to mention.”  But 
they must be mentioned, for that was the point of the whole event. 
Another old line that comes to mind is “a picture is worth a thousand words.”  Thus, the accompanying photos made by 
several regional photographers give a much better account of the irises we 
saw than my “thousand words.” 
 

Following Thursday evening’s ice-cream social we were treated to illustrated 
talks by Chad Harris, Patrick Spence, and Tomas Tamberg showing their 
recent creations.  Those slides gave a hint of the wonders we would see the 
next two days. 
 

The first stop on Friday was at Ensata Gardens, where Bob Bauer and John 
Coble’s own ‘Having Fun’ (2005), a multi- petaled Siberian in rose-pink and 
lavender was attracting lots of attention.  Other Region Six hybridizers’ 
creations were impressive at Ensata, too. 
Jim Copeland’s ‘Hooked Again’ (2006) in shades from pale blue to reddish lavender couldn’t have been nicer.  The same 
was true of Jill Copeland’s white Iris pseudacorus ‘Sushi’ (2013).  Jill specializes in iris species and species crosses and 
always produces beautifully unusual and interesting varieties. 
 

At Ensata I spotted several of Bob Hollingworth’s 
beauties.  His full red-violet   ‘Encore Performance’ 
(2010) was impressive, as was ‘Judy Judy Judy’ 
(2010), another red-                                                                  
violet but with white falls plicated and banded red-
violet.  In yellow tones were Bob’s bitone ‘Laugh Out 
Loud’ (2007) and ‘Lemon Blush’ (2008), with white 
standards and falls in  yellow shades from pale to 
deep.  The huge white self ‘Swans In Flight’ (2006) 

was another one that remains in memory.  My favorite of Bob’s seedlings was 
07W6A2, an alliterative lovely, large, lavender self. 
Brian Wendel was represented by two seedlings, both of them terrific.  My favorite 
was 02-2, a medium-blue with no signal visible, a stately example of what a Siberian 
should be. 
 

Of course, there were plants from other regions and even other countries.   
From New York’s Dana Borglum, came the Siberian ‘Sylvia’s Love’ (2006) with pale blue standards and  white falls 
edged blue.  Another striking Borglum creation was the species cross ‘Ally Oops’ (2002) with lavender standards and 
falls showing a blue-gray netted effect. 
Maine’s Dean Cole sent several tetraploid Siberians.  Outstanding among them was ‘My Girl Emily’ (2012) in purple 
shades so vivid it looked like stained glass.                                                                                              -8-   Region 6 Summer 2013 

‘Hooked Again’   Photo: Ensata 

‘Having Fun’   Photo: Ensata  

‘Sushi’                

Photo: B.Heilman 

‘Encore Performance’ 

http://wiki.irises.org/bin/view/Sib/SibSylviasLove
http://wiki.irises.org/bin/view/Main/Spx/SpxAllyOops


Marty Schafer and Jan Sacks, famous for their blue and yellow Siberian ‘So Van Gogh’ (2005), continue working along 
those same lines and have produced ‘Berries and Cream’ (2008), the delicate ‘Tipped In Blue’ (2010), and the promising 
seedling S03-4-1.  I also liked their yellow bitones ‘Lucy Locket’ (2009) and ‘Tree Of Songs’ (2006). 
Among the rows of irises, the peonies were in bloom, always a treat, and before we left Ensata there was time to revisit 
their vast collection of hostas. 
 

Then it was off to Jill and Jim Copeland’s for more irises and lunch.  Jim’s fish fry has long been a highlight of outdoor 
lunches when iris groups have stopped by. 
Behind the Copeland’s house and orchard is the huge field where many TB’s were still in bloom and where Jill’s and 
Jim’s seedlings grow.  I spotted several more variations on white and near-white pseudacorus. 
 

The second day began with a visit to Judy and Bob Hollingworth’s home garden where the irises were displayed in 
curved beds in the area before their amazing Wright-inspired house dating from 1970. 
Bob’s  ‘Emily Anne’ (2002) is a remarkable iris, and so I’ll remark about it.  It was seen in all the tour gardens and 
blooming impressively in each one.  Its medium blue standards are spotted cream and its cream falls are edged with 
markings of the same blue.  It’s a beauty.  Get it! 
 

Our next stop was the home of John and Jean Kaufmann.  The first thing we saw as we left the bus was a large bed 
labeled “A Tribute to Michigan Hybridizers.”  It contained mass plantings of Bauer and Coble’s wine-red ‘Magnum 
Bordeaux” (2000), Hollingworth’s ‘Nothing But The Blues’ 
(2008), a dappled blue bitone, and Jim Copeland’s 
‘Hooked Again” (2006).  What a nice way to greet garden 
visitors! 
All the way from Germany, growing and blooming 
beautifully was Tomas Tamberg’s dark red-violet sibtosa 
‘Berlin Violetta’ (2007). 
And it was at the Kaufmann garden where I noticed a 
Schafer/Sacks seedling that I hope to see again, named 
and introduced.  S03-58-11 produces a flurry of small 
greenish-white flowers on thin stalks that identify it as a 
perfect as a Siberian can be. 
John Kaufmann has been researching the effects of 
various herbicides---both pre-   and post-emergent---on 
broadleaf weeds and grasses while noting how irises are affected by them.  His guided tour of herbicide-treated plots 
was informative, revealing, and useful.  The differences from one patch to others was dramatic.  Treatment was for 
many weeds and John’s final report should be of interest to all irisarians.  For that especially difficult curse nutsedge, 
also called nutgrass (I actually once knew someone named Nutgrass, poor guy), a word to the wise:  Home Depot’s 
Authority and Ortho’s Nutsedge Killer. 
 

Our final destination was the other Hollingworth garden, the one they call “the farm,” where there are row upon row 
of both seedlings and named varieties, including some bearded types still going strong.  An especially nice clump of 
Chuck Bunnell’s MTB ‘Dividing Line’ (2005) garnered lots of admiring comments, as it should. 
The “farmhouse” was the site of Judy Judy Judy’s Tea Room where we were treated to an authentic English tea, 
complete with cucumber sandwiches, shortbread biscuits, and hot tea served in china cups, a pleasant and delightful 
end to a perfect garden tour. 
 

All that remained was the evening’s awards banquet and auction of irises seen in the host gardens. 
When the votes were tallied it was found that conventioneers had selected as their favorite guest plants:  seedling, 
Brian Wendels’ 02-2;  species, Chad Harris’s laevigata ‘Lakeside Ghost’ (2012); and Siberian Bob Hollingworth’s ‘Judy 
Judy Judy’ (2012) named, of course, for the lady who chaired “A Capital Idea” so ably, aided by all the many members 
of the three host clubs who staged a truly memorable gathering. 
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Herbicide Studies 
for Weed Control in Iris 

By John E. Kaufmann 
 

(Note: This is the first of series of articles I will write on weed control in iris.  Questions via email, about the content of 
each article are welcome as they come out.) 
 

On June 8, Jean and I had the wonderful opportunity to be a host garden for the 2013 Siberian and Species Iris 
Convention.  Preparation for that convention began in August of 2009, when I received about 150 beardless iris guests 
for which I thought of myself as a foster parent.  In order for our farm to be presentable, I needed to find a method of 
weed control, especially for the acre of bearded iris that we grow for our own enjoyment and for the sales in support of 
the Tri-County Iris Society based in the Lansing, MI area.   
 

It is important to understand that I am sensitive to those who have concerns about “over use of pesticides”.  In that 
light, I have always searched for alternative to herbicides when the area is small enough or when my knowledge of 
herbicide injury to iris is lacking.  So, as a foster parent to the 150 beardless guests, I decided it was too risky to use 
herbicides, and I used tillage, wood chips and hand weeding to keep the weeds under control.  That was a lot of 
physical work.  At the same time, that kind of weed control on an acre of bearded iris was impractical. So I began to 
search for an alternative to physical labor and mechanical tillage.  
 

In that same year, I began a research study on Iris safety to herbicide applications.   Since I had worked in herbicide 
R&D for the Monsanto Company for 20+ years, I knew what most herbicides would do to weeds, but nothing about 
how safe they were on iris.  The AIS caught wind of my intentions and asked if I would submit a proposal for research.  
So I am very grateful to the AIS for supporting me in this research. In the fall of 2009, I planted 48 6 X 6 foot plots with 
three plants of TB Distant Fire, TB Jesse’s Song & SDB Blue Pools, as well a one clump each of unknown Siberian and 
Japanese iris, and finally, one plant of the Spuria Iris Premier.  These were grown until June of 2010 when the first set 
of 16 herbicides was applied, each on three plots (replications).  Since many of these herbicides were slow acting, plots 
were evaluated for one full year, and true to form, it took that long for some of them to kill the iris. 
 

For some of the plots where the herbicide did not injure any iris, a second application of two different herbicides at 
several rates was applied in July 2011. Finally, prior to the convention, I applied two more herbicides, each on three 
healthy plots with fast acting herbicides that showed injury symptoms on the weeds but not on the iris at the time of 
the tour. 
 

Herbicides are classified (Grouped) by the WSSA by the method in which they kill weeds.  Generally, these mechanisms 
occur in plants but do not occur in animals, including humans.  These include things such a photosynthesis inhibitors, 
cellulose inhibitors, inhibitors of amino acids that animals must eat because they do not make their own, etc.  Being 
grouped in the manner, may also give a clue on how iris might respond.  In other words, if the active ingredient of 
Preen is safe on iris, other herbicides in the same group may also be safe. 
 

The active ingredient in Preen is now trifluralin.  Some years ago it was oryzalin.  Also the active ingredient clethodim 
has three trade names that I know of: Select, Envoy and Arrow.  This represents the difficulty weed scientists have in 
keeping up with trade names. Thus I will be discussing the herbicides using only their common chemical name.  This 
name is found on every herbicide container in small print associated with words “active ingredient”.  When you want 
to know trade names, Google, Yahoo or Bing the phrase “trade names for (common chemical name such as trifluralin)”.  
Alternatively you can do the same thing in reverse by searching the phrase “active ingredient of Preen” 
 

For the remainder of this article, I will detail the two groups that I have already introduced in my above examples.  
Remember, always follow label instructions on each herbicide container for both rate of application and wearing 
appropriate safety clothing.                                                                                                                         -10-   Region 6 Summer 2013 



Group K Herbicides (subgroup roots) 
This group of herbicides inhibits mitosis (a part of cell division) on the emerging seedling roots just after seed 
germination.  Thus Group K herbicides are pre-emergent (must be applied and watered in the soil prior to weed seed 
germination).  This is done either in early spring and/or just after iris transplant to newly prepared bare soil.  The 
August/September transplant application (or a fall application) can effectively prevent winter annuals, where as spring 
application of this group will not kill off previously existing winter annuals  
 

The principle mechanism of iris safety is that the roots of the iris are much lower in the soil profile than the weed seeds 
that germinate.  Also with a large energy reserve in the rhizome and numerous long roots, should the herbicide get 
down to the iris roots, a little bit of root restriction does not affect the plant.  Obviously, hybridizers should not use 
Group K herbicides when growing iris from seed. 
 

There are many Group K (root) herbicides including: dithiopyr, oryzalin, pendimathalin, prodiamine, and trifluralin as 
examples of those that are often sold in the turf, landscape & garden market place.   Look at the small print on the 
container to find out which one is available in your area.  For the most part, these herbicides all perform similarly.  If 
you have a sandy soil where water moves down rapidly, you might prefer to use less water soluble prodiamine.  If you 
have hard clay, you may prefer oryzalin, pendimethalin or trifluralin.  Dithiopyr has an added advantage in that it will 
take down several weed species as newly emerged juveniles.  But if any of these Group K herbicides are available, use 
what you can get.  Often this group of herbicides are included in either fertilizers or even mulch. 
 

Group A Herbicides 
This group is often called by two general names: the graminicides and the “fops & dims” and attack an enzyme that 
synthesizes fatty acids. Only grasses have this susceptible enzyme. All other plants have a different enzyme that is not 
affected by these herbicides.  Therefore, they can be used safely over the top of all plants in the landscape including 
iris, unless of course they are lawn or ornamental grasses.  
 

Group A herbicides are slow to act, and may take up to 10 days for the first visible symptoms.  If you get anxious to see 
what they are doing, after 3-4 days, pull up the center leaves, they should break apart near the base and show rot on 
the ends where they severed.   Common chemical names that might be found in the homeowner market include:  
fluazafop, quizalofop, clethodim and sethoxydim.  Generally these products are identified as Grass Killers.  When you 
see that, be sure that the only chemical in the container is one of the above.  If you see another chemical that ends in 
“fop” or “dim” please give me a call or email to identify it.  Do not confuse Grass Killers with those known as Grass & 
Weed Killers.  The latter often contain Roundup or other ingredient that will injure iris. 

 

Finally, I will close this article by mentioning a new homeowner herbicide I found 
at Home Depot.  It is labeled as Nutsedge Killer, with the active ingredient 
sulfentrazone.  I purchased a container and applied 5 days prior to the convention 
tour to both a nutsedge patch and three of the healthy iris safety plots.  The 
nutsedge was showing burn symptoms at the tour, and the iris still have not shown 
any injury symptoms some 15 days after treatment.  Based on my knowledge of 

                                                                 this group of chemistry, iris will likely continue not to show any injury, but I am 
doubtful that it will translocate down and kill the nutsedge nutlets.  Thus repeat  
applications will be likely. 
 

Thanks again for the AIS support to do iris herbicide research.  More articles are 
coming. 
 

Contact John at:  jekaufmann@gmail.com 
J&J Iris Farm 

                                                                  5140 Cornell Road  
                                                                  Okemos, MI 48864 
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Nutsedge untreated patch. 

Nutsedge patch 16 days after 

sulfentrazone application. 

Nutsedge patch 16 days after 

sulfentrazone application. 

mailto:jekaufmann@gmail.com


Northeastern Indiana Iris Society   

 

Best Specimen: TB ‘Garden Bride’ exhibited by Lana 

Wolfe 

Silver Medal:  Brian Wendel 

Bronze Medal:  Lana Wolfe 

Best Seedling:  MTB 07-02 Lana Wolfe 
 

2013 Show Results 
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Indiana Daylily-Iris Society 

               

Best Specimen: SPX  ‘Chocobeards’ exhibited by 

Chuck Bunnell          

Silver Medal:  Chuck Bunnell 

Bronze Medal:  Janet Wilke   

Best Seedling:  T130B-12 Chuck Bunnell        

Best Design: Barb Bunnell                                   

Artistic Sweepstakes:  Barb Bunnell 

 

 

 
                                                                         

Entries at the IDIS show  

‘Old Man River’                     

IDIS People’s Choice Design 

Award Winner 

IDIS Photos: Bob Siegman 

Top: Entries in the NEIIS show               

Right: NEIIS awards table                                                      

NEIIS Photos: Lana Wolfe 

 

Southwestern Michigan Iris Society  

 

Best Specimen:  TB ‘Heritage Lace’ exhibited by Jim 

Copeland Jr. 

Silver Medal:  J & J Copeland 

Bronze Medal:  Roger Busk 

 

SWMIS Queen’s Table and  

Best In Show ‘Heritage Lace’  

SWMIS Photos: Brock Heilman 



Columbus Iris Society   

 

Best Specimen: TB ‘Duncan’s Smiling Eyes’ exhibited 

by Amy Maurer 

Silver Medal:  Holly Jerig 

Bronze Medal:  Mary Jo Shrimplin 
 

Iris Club of Southeast Michigan    

 

Dwarf/Median Iris Show 

Best Specimen: SDB ‘Jade Stone’ exhibited 

by Kathy Devlin 

Silver Medal:  Brock Heilman 

Bronze Medal:  Kathy Devlin 
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CIS Best In Show ‘Duncan’s Smiling 

Eyes’,  Amy will retain the beautiful cut 

crystal vase until the next show. Her 

name, the name of the iris, and the year 

won will be etched into it to join the list 

of other winners from past years. 

 

CIS Photos: Doug Askew 

Runners up on the 

Queen’s Table 

Left:  TB ‘Pink Opal’ 

(Sass, 1934) 

Above: MTB ‘Dividing 

Line (Bunnell, 2005)  
 

Left: Best In Show – 

SDB ‘Jade Stone’ 

Right: Queens Table   

Below: BIS in ICSEM 

Iris Show ‘Ally 

Oops’  

ICSEM Photos: 

Brock Heilman 

 

Iris Club of Southeast Michigan 

Iris Show                                                             

Best Specimen: Spec-X ‘Ally Oops’ 

exhibited by Brock Heilman             

Silver Medal: Ewa deVillers                                                                        

Bronze Medal: Michael Madeleine         

Best Seedling: SDB 1-#6  Adam Cordes 



Tri County Iris Society  

 

Best Specimen: MTB ‘Madam President’ 

exhibited by Steve & Ginger Smith 

Silver Medal:  John & Jean Kaufmann 

Bronze Medal:  Steve & Ginger Smith   

Best Seedling:  SIB 04M7B2, Bob Hollingworth 

Best Design: Ginger Smith 

 

Youth Best Design: Evelyn Carr 
 

North East Ohio Iris Society  

 

Best Specimen: TB ‘Autumn Leaves’ exhibited by Fred 

Pedersen 

Silver Medal:  Fred Pedersen 

Bronze Medal:  Patricia Koch 

Best Design: Janelle Schubmehl 

Artistic Sweepstakes: Janelle Schubmehl 

 

Youth Best Specimen: TB ‘Santa Was Here’ exhibited by 

Abigail Lubowicki                                                                  

Best Youth Design:  Abigail Lubowicki                                                                                           

Artistic Sweepstakes Youth:  Abigail Lubowicki 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-14-   Region 6 Summer 2013 

Above: Best In Show: ‘Madam President’       

and TCIS Queens’ Table                                                     

TCIS Photos: Brock Heilman  

Iris Growers of Eastern Indiana  

 

Best Specimen of Show:  MTB  ‘Gesundheit’ exhibited by 

Chuck Bunnell 

Best Seedling:  L35B-63, Chuck Bunnell 

Best Artistic Display: Betty Rogers 
 

Photo: Thomas Tomlinson 

Above: BIS ‘Autumn 

Leaves’ with Fred Pedersen 

Right top: Youth exhibitor 

Abby and below her 

grandmother Pat Koch 

NEOIS Photos: Pat Koch 
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Grand Valley Iris Society 

 

Best Specimen: IB ‘Devils Playground’ exhibited by 

Steve & Ginger Smith 

Silver Medal:  Mike Chesebro 

Bronze Medal:  Steve & Ginger Smith 

Best Design: Steve Smith 

Artistic Sweepstakes: Ginger Smith 
 

Mio Irisarians  

 

Best Specimen: TB ‘Art Deco’ exhibited by Kristin 

Sorgenfrei 

 

Youth Best Specimen: TB ‘Autumn Circus’ exhibited by 

Sarah Cordes 
 

Left: Mio Queen’s Table 

Below: Mio BIS: ‘Art Deco’       

Mio Youth Queen’s Table 

and Youth BIS: ‘Autumn 

Circus’ 

Mio Photos: Brock Heilman 

Outstanding Iris Shows! 



Iris Growers of Eastern Indiana’s 2013 Spring Garden Tour 
 
This year the Iris Growers of Eastern Indiana traveled “North” on their 
annual Garden Tour. 
First stop was in Roann, Indiana where nestled in the Southeastern corner of 
this friendly berg are the iris gardens of Sterling Howard. Sterling’s 
collection of irises is amazing. The collection contains all Dykes medal 
winners as well as approximately four hundred varieties of other irises, 
mostly TBs. Most of his collection of irises is grown in well-manicured raised 
beds. In addition to his irises, Sterling also collects other perennials which 
provide bloom color before and after the irises bloom. The IGEI visitors were 
treated to a light brunch served on Sterling’s garden deck. The event was 
recorded by a reporter from  
The Paper of Wabash County (Indiana).  
 

 
 
The next stop on the tour was the Cook-Williamson 
Memorial Garden in Bluffton, Indiana. Host and creator 
of the Cook-Williamson Garden was Jerry Oswalt who 
provided insight into the development and future plans 
for the memorial garden. Jerry has been a long time 
collector of the many iris varieties of Paul Cook and the 
Williamsons of Bluffton. He has just recently made 
contact with an individual in the Czech Republic to 
obtain some long lost Cook and Williamson irises that 
have not been available in North America. 
 
 

 
The third stop was a visit to the iris garden beds of Melvin and Betty 
Rogers in Hartford City, Indiana. 
Always a visual treat are the well maintained and groomed irises of the 
Rogers. Betty and Melvin’s irises and artistic displays are perennial 
winners at the IGEI Iris Show held each May at the Minnetrista Cultural 
Center in Muncie, Indiana. 
 
Before returning home a refueling stop (for humans) was made at the 
world famous Ivanhoe’s in Upland, Indiana; home of a multitude ice 
cream delicacies.  While plans for future Spring Garden Tours are yet to 
be made but one thing certain is that IGEI will be back “North.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

-16-   Region 6 Summer 2013 

Sterling Howard with IGEI visitors Peggy-Harger 

Allen and Gary Birk. 

 

Host Jerry Oswalt, far left, and IGEI visitors to the Cook-Williamson 

Memorial Gardens. 

Melvin Rogers with Peggy Harger-Allen and Mary 

Lou Swann-Young in one of the Roger’s many iris 

beds. 

Please share club tours or special events with the region.   

SWMIS is planning a bus tour May 22 – 25, 2014.  They will be attending the Region 4 (in Maryland area) 

spring garden tour.  Region 6 members are welcome to come.  SWMIS has reserved a 56 seat bus.  Watch for 

more information in the Fall issue Region 6 newsletter.   

   



 AIS and Region Events 
 

Year Date Event & Location 
2013   September 21 Fall Regional Meeting, Fort Wayne, IN 

Hosted by TCIS  

2014   April 5 – 10 
 

May 16 - 17 
 
 

Sept. 20 
 

AIS National Convention, Dallas, TX 
 

Region 6 Spring Meeting, Winchester, IN 
Hosted by IGEI  
 

Fall Regional Meeting, Fort Wayne, IN 
Hosted by CIS  

2015 May 25 – 30 
 

TBD 
 
 

Sept. 19 

AIS National Convention, Portland, OR 
 

Region 6 Spring Meeting  
Host club needed 
 

Fall Regional Meeting, Fort Wayne, IN 
Host club needed 

 
 

  

                             LOOKING FOR EARL ROBERTS IRIS 
 

Hello.  I am looking to buy or trade for iris by Indiana hybridizer Earl Roberts for an 

historic display garden in central Indiana.  See page 43, Medianite 50
th

 Anniversary 

History Edition article on Mr. Roberts: The Medianite vol.48 (1), Spring 2007 

 The idea comes directly from the great work Jerry Oswalt is doing for the Cook-               

Williamson Memorial Iris Garden in Bluffton, Indiana (thanks Jerry!).   

 

Peggy Harger-Allen 

dpmallen@tds.net 

317-769-6837 

1595 S. 775 East 

Whitestown, IN 46075 

Boone County Indiana 

Zone 5 
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I have the following plants: 

o Cedar Waxwing 

o Dove Wings 

o Hammered Copper 

o Parakeet 

o Tomingo 

o Zimbrakeet 

Planted in 2012-waiting for bloom 

season for ID confirmation: 

o Mandarin Jewel 

o Melon Honey 

o Mint Ice 

o Watercolor 

o White Canary 

Parakeet 
Zimbrakeet Hammered Copper 

Cedar Waxwing 

mailto:dpmallen@tds.net


 

AIS Region 6 Fall Meeting  
September 21, 2013 

 

Ivy Tech’s Aviation Technology Building 

405 Cook Rd. 

Ft. Wayne, IN 
 

 

10:00 am Business meeting 

 

11:00 am One hour judges training with John Coble on Japanese iris. 

 

12:00 pm Lunch 

 

1:30 pm Auction 

 

Dismissal 

 

Please send $15 check made out to Lana Wolfe to: 

 

Lana Wolfe 

9730 Auburn Rd. 

Ft. Wayne IN 46825 

lanaopal@aol.com 

 

Name___________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________ 

City & State______________________________________ 

Phone or email___________________________________ 
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